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Dedicated to promoting the Missouri Fox Trotter Horse 

 

Frisking in the spring air!   
This bunch of Curly coated MFT owned by Bill & Sandy Phipps, 

Lakeview Ranch, Missouri www.curlyfoxtrotters.com 

 
Th e Ed i torõs Two Cents 

 

Welléitôs finally overéthe coldest winter in recent history! 

My horses started shedding about early March, when 

usually they start shedding about mid February. Now that 

should have been my first clue winter wasnôt quite ready 

to move on out!  

It will be nice to spend more quality time with the horses 

now that the weather is warmer.  Hope your riding 

schedule is getting filled up with dates to have fun with 

your horses!  

Next issue is due out June 14th.  Deadline for that copy is 

June 9th. Keep those emails and notes coming with your 

stories, news and views.  Without youéit would just be 

pretty pictures of horses!     

Barb Fenwick - Editor 

 

Fox Trotter Free Press  

 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 
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ÎEditors 2 cents  
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Î Fox Trottin Folks 
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Articles and links in this publication may or 
may not be ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ views. 

  

 PUBLISH DATES:  

Feb 4, April 4, June 14, Sept 30, and 

Dec 10
th

.   

Deadline for entry is 5 days prior to 

publishing date. Please feel free to email 

this newsletter to anyone who might be 

interested. Also available at: 

www.barbfenwick.com/FTFP.htm 

Next issue Deadline ï June 9,  2009    

Editor - Barb Fenwick  

EMAIL bfenwick@xplornet.com, 

WEBSITE www.barbfenwick.com,  

BLOGS www.seasonsranch.blogspot.com, 

www.barbfenwick.blogspot.com   

www.prairiefoxtrotterclub.blogspot.com       
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Feedback & News from All over 

Hi Barb.  My name is Ann Muller. I am from 

Williamsport, PA.  I purchased a MFT gelding in December 2007 

from Michael & Sharon Lesner in TN.  I am a horsemanship 

instructor and Reiki teacher.  ñJDò is my second MFT.  I had my 

first gelding, ñTravelerò for almost 14 years and thousands of trail 

miles.  I would like to both receive your newsletter and be on your 

MFT people list. 

  Kathy Perry, Arizona writes:   

Hi Barb! A lady named Marty Anderson came out today and 
bought Traveler just by looking at him.  She is going to pick him 
up on Sunday and get him use to her mule and her place and a 
friend who is a trainer is going to help her and Trav get in shape 
together.  Most of the people who called were from the ad for 
Traveler in last monthôs FTFP.  I feel good about this lady and 
that he is going to a good place.  I can even come out to ride with 
her if I want.  We will keep in touch by E-mail.  

 

 Hello Barb 

Gaya, my MFT curly 

is doing great, she is 

already 13.3 hands at 

almost one year. She 

is a big girl and very 

friendly with anybody. 

  

Marie-France Laliberte, Quebec 

Hi Barb, 

 Well I'm back from my trip down to Missouri. It was great! The 

weather couldn't have been better (high's 27 C). Had some 
extra time to even go on a trail ride in the Ozark Mountains. 
Finally got to ride an MFT in the mountains! Went on a 10 mile 
trail ride with James/Belinda, Don/Stacy, Patty/Theron. We even 
had a fire down by the river and roasted hotdogs. Magic is here at 
our farm now for whenever youôre out this way to drop by. 
  
Kurt Klimpke  
   

 

Fox Trotting Folks   
 In an effort to help folks with MFT find other folks with MFT we 

are compiling a list of our subscribers and MFTCC members.  To 

be added to this list simply email or mail me your information.  

Name (full or first and initial of last), City, Province or State, PH 

(optional), email, website.  

 

Canada  

1. Barb Fenwick  Carberry, MB PH 204-466-2776, 

bfenwick@xplornet.com, www.barbfenwick.com 
2. Jean Bogner Wawota, SK, bognerj@sasktel.net 
3. Deanna Johnson, Sunnybrook, AB 

curlys@sunnybrookstables.com   www.sunnybrookstables.com 
4. Colin Kennedy, Calgary, AB 403-254-1004 

colin@colinkennedy.com  www.ridegaited.com 
5. Kurt Klimpke, Winnipeg, MB kurtk@mts.net 

www.cityviewstable.com 
6. Ron Jackson, Calgary, AB rjackson@triwest.ca 
7. Pat L, Pritchard, BC, gypsyacres@ocis.net, 

www.gypsyacres.ca 
8. Nancy Maurer, Grenfell, SK 306-697-3121 

nmaurer@xplornet.com 
9. Les Webb, Donalda, AB, 403-883-2466, lfwebb@telus.net 
10. Cheryl Reed, Regina, SK, cherylreed4@hotmail.com 
11. Perry & Heather Miller, Regina, SK, westwinds@sasktel.net, 

www.missourifoxtrotter.ca 
12. Bonny Garvey, Yellowgrass, SK, wbbrock@sasktel.net 
13. Marie-France Laliberte, Quebec City, Quebec 

lalibertemarie@hotmail.com 
14. Pam Sargent, Moose Jaw, SK PH 306-692-2151, 

psargent@moosejaw.ca 
15. Kathyrn Wright, Bowden, AB, 403-224-

3504    tinker4@telus.net 
16. Byron & Debbie Bue, Valhalla, AB, dbbue@telus.net 
17. Liz Cain, Brandon, MB 204-727-6592 

 
 

USA   
 

1. Andrea Kahn  Jefferson, WI, PH 262-593-

2875  leroy022@centurytel.net 
2. Carole Sharp, Taylor, MO, PH 573-493-5582,  

cjsharp@marktwain.net 
3. Rod & Kristi Thompson, Rigby,ID   modit@srv.net, 

www.mountaingaithorses.com 
4. Myrna Warfel, Desoto, MO, 636-586-6036 

foxtrotters4ever@yahoo.com, www.ridinghighranch.com 
5. Don Moore & Gabby Moore, DVM, Salem, MO   

573-729-0294, horsemor@fidnet.com, 
www.mofoxtrot.com/moore 

6. CJ & Lauren Johannsson, Malta, MT 406-654-3334, 

froghorn@froghorn.com, www.froghorn.com 
7. Sandy Mattingly, Corydon, IN, PH 812-968-3315, 

ssm1116@aol.com, www.crossbuckfarm.com 
8. John Deutsch, Niangua, MO PH 417-473-1152, john@c-

dhorses.com, www.c-dhorses.com 
9. Don Moore & Gabby Moore, DVM, Salem, MO   

573-729-0294, horsemor@fidnet.com, 
www.mofoxtrot.com/moore 

10. Patricia Smith, Klamath Falls, OR,  PH 541-798-5522, 

etranch@centurytel.net, www.etranch.net 
11. Charla McCullough, Terre Haute, IN PH 812-466-7208 

cmdomino2000@aol.com, www.hiddenacresfoxtrotters.com 
12. Chip & Sharon Bridges, Harrisonville, MO 816-626-3256 

Shabr9@aol.com, www.Shabrifoxtrotters.com 
13. Joyce Graening, Lincoln, AR PH 479-846-5577, 

joycegraening@gmail.com, www.mofoxtrot.com/bluffcave 
14. Pam Griswald, Philip, SD  foxtrot@gwtc.net,  

www.lonestarfoxtrotters.com, 
15. Laurie Retherford, Harris, MN ph 651-674-5452, 

www.kaleidoscopegait.4t.com 

mailto:bfenwick@xplornet.com?subject=I%20give%20permission%20to%20include%20my%20info%20in%20newsletter
bfenwick@xplornet.com
http://www.barbfenwick.com/
mailto:bognerj@sasktel.net
mailto:curlys@sunnybrookstables.com
http://www.sunnybrookstables.com/
mailto:colin@colinkennedy.com
http://www.ridegaited.com/
mailto:kurtk@mts.net
http://www.cityviewstable.com/
mailto:rjackson@triwest.ca
mailto:gypsyacres@ocis.net%60
http://www.gypsyacres.ca/
mailto:nmaurer@xplornet.com
mailto:lfwebb@telus.net
mailto:cherylreed4@hotmail.com
mailto:westwinds@sasktel.net
http://www.missourifoxtrotter.ca/
mailto:wbbrock@sasktel.net
mailto:lalibertemarie@hotmail.com
mailto:psargent@moosejaw.ca
mailto:tinker4@telus.net
mailto:dbbue@telus.net
mailto:leroy022@centurytel.net
mailto:cjsharp@marktwain.net
mailto:modit@srv.net
http://www.mountaingaithorses.com/
mailto:foxtrotters4ever@yahoo.com
http://www.ridinghighranch.com/
mailto:horsemor@fidnet.com
http://www.mofoxtrot.com/moore
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mailto:ssm1116@aol.com
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http://www.c-dhorses.com/
mailto:horsemor@fidnet.com
http://www.mofoxtrot.com/moore
mailto:etranch@centurytel.net
http://www.etranch.net/
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http://www.hiddenacresfoxtrotters.com/
mailto:Shabr9@aol.com
http://www.shabrifoxtrotters.com/
mailto:joycegraening@gmail.com
http://www.mofoxtrot.com/bluffcave
mailto:foxtrot@gwtc.net
http://www.lonestarfoxtrotters.com/
http://www.kaleidoscopegait.4t.com/
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16. Michael & Sharon Lesner, Cornersville, TN,  931-424-1347 

www.serenityfarm.com 
17. Geno  & Barb Middleton, Pomona, MO, 417-372-3400 

bloring000@centurytel.net  
18. Fran Johnston, Youngsville, NC rockyriver.fran@gmail.com 
19. Judy Eastwood ïMacks Creek, MO, 573-363-0094, 

wingpaw@accessus.net, ewgaitedhorses.com 
20. Elizabeth Kopplow, Sequin, TX, 830-379-5513, 

lazykbar@satx.rr.com, www.foxtrotexas.com 
21. Marge Murdock, Pilot Hill, CA, 530-823-3941, 

edwardmurdock@hughes.net 
22. Jane Brun, Gibbon, MN, 507-834-6962, 

david306@centurytel.net, www.calicocreek.com 
23. Shirley & Steve Vicchitto,  Beacon Falls, 

CT  Ladyozion@yahoo.com 

24. June Sanders, Lynd, MN, 507-401-0363, 

june58@mytvwireless.com,  www.ride-n-glidefoxtrotters.com 

25. Ann Muller, Williamsport, PA,  (570)-329-2977 

amuller1@comcast.net 
26. Mary Hampton, Irondale, MO, 573-749-0040, 

foxtrotmo@hotmail.com    www.hamptonhollarstables.com 
27. Chuck Fanslow, Gladwin, MI, 989-435-9224 

www.riverflatranch.com,  riverflatranch@yahoo.com 
28. Jennifer Ferguson Wheatfield, IN.  wild_filly1012@yahoo.com 

29. Bonnie and Gregg Martin, Gemara Farm Fox Trotters 

Barnesville, GA.   www.gemara.homestead.com 
 
 

 
Keith & his wife Sandra Kibler  do endurance riding 

with their Fox Trotters.  Here is an account Keith 

wrote of a ride in Ohio , November, 2008 . 

 

                                

     One more chance to get the last ride of the season in before 
the weather really turned. Southern Indiana didnôt seem too far 
away.  
Which horses to take?  Blues can always use the 
work but I do not think he is ready for a very rocky 
55 miler. I do not want to risk him being pulled; 
maybe the 30 mile ride would be a change of 
pace for him and provide some endurance work 
at the same time.  
 
Ride Camp 
 
     Too bad I have to work a day job, but 
unfortunately, this horse business does not pay 
the bills. That means it is another race where I 
get to the ride camp after dark and by myself 
except for the horses.  By the time I find a 
campsite, get the rig set up, unpack the gear and 
the horses and set up the electric coral I am 
looking at just a few hours sleep before the alarm 
goes off for pre race feeding. It also means I have to vet in pre 
dawn and right before the race.  I never look forward to vetting in 
our horses.  
It is not that they are a problem. It is just that they donôt ñtrot outò 
or the ñtrot outò.     
As I walked Kate over for the pre race vet check in the pre dawn, 
I see that it is a vet that has not been what I thought was 
encouraging of the fact that we are campaigning gaited horses in 
this sport. I felt my blood pressure raising. He recognized me. Not 
a good sign I thought.   

He was grim during the Kateôs vet check. I tried to make small 
talk. He was having none of it. Now comes the dreaded non 
trotting ñtrot outò.  On a fairly loose lead rope off we went. Kate 
shuffled along in a running walk. As we came back to the vet, I 
heard the other vet, who was the head vet say loudly, ñThat is a 
perfect gait!ò   It seems the head vet was from Tennessee and 
owned a walking horse!  
 ñAôsò on the trot out! O happy days!                                               
                                                               
The Trail is Open  
     
    Why do they use that phrase?  Is there something wrong with 
ñGo?ò  Off we went for a rocky and hilly 30 miles.  
Itôs his first Limited Distance ride as he has 
only done 50 mile rides until now.                                                  
Ten of us hear that the ñtrail is openò and off we go. I give Blues 
his head, watch his heart rate and the speed and go to the lead 
pack. No reason to stay towards the back with the Blues man. 
The trail is covered with leaves and rocky. I do not know the 
course. The steward has done a good job of marking turns with 
ribbons but some had been mischievously taken down from part 
of the course the day before. I slip in behind the lead horse which 
is a sorrel Arabian with a huge motor and ridden by a young man 
of about 30.  He is flying at 13-14 mph. Blues and I can handle 
the speed but I became concerned for the way we are flying 
through some of the rocky sections. I decide that the risk to my 
beloved Blues is not worth the risk of hoof problems.   
We slow down and let the sorrel go. 
 
       I am unsure of the course and wait for the next rider. She is a 
lovely woman who is in her 18th year of AERC events by the 
name of Becky. We quickly become friends. Blues likes to lead 
and can do it at whatever speed I ask him for.   Beck admits that 
she is now engaged in the fastest ride of her life. We cruise into 
camp 25 minutes ahead of our nearest competitors and Blues is 
below 64 as we hit the vet check. Did I mention how much I love 
this horse? We spent most of that hilly and rocky course 
averaging about 10 mph and he hits the line below 64 heart rate! 
      I know we just have to continue what we are doing. Becky is 

in hog heaven.  
She is singing. She is riding with no hands and 
holding her arms out as though she is flying. In fact, 
she is flying. She asks me not to go over 12 mph as 
it requires her Arabian to ñhand gallopò. I said ñsure 
but the heck is a hand gallop.ò   
She says it is another word for canter. 
Learn something new all the time at this sport. 
       With one eye behind for the riders behind us, I 
watch Blues for signs of trouble. He has none. This 
horse is magnificent. We walk into the finish line and 
his heart rate is 54 as we come though the line. 
Becky and I tie for 2nd and I am thrilled for it. She 
gives me a big hug and tells me it was the fastest 
and one of the best rides of her career. Way to go 
Blues! 
       

 Itôs time to pack them up, give them treats and start planning for 
next season. Along the way, I will be extremely grateful for our 
blessings and this season. 
The 2008 season was 14 starts for our horses, 12 completions, 9 
top ten finishes and the sponsorship of a Jr. and a Grandma. 
Rebel actually took a BC.  But the best thing is all the new friends 
we made. Dare to dream and take someone with you!  
 
Keith Kibler, Shawnee Sunrise Farm, Gaited Endurance and 
Adventuring!   www.shawneesunrisefarm.net 
 

http://www.serenityfarm.com/
mailto:bloring000@centurytel.net
mailto:rockyriver.fran@gmail.com
mailto:wingpaw@accessus.net
mailto:lazykbar@satx.rr.com
http://www.foxtrotexas.com/
mailto:edwardmurdock@hughes.net
mailto:david306@centurytel.net
http://www.calicocreek.com/
mailto:Ladyozion@yahoo.com
mailto:june58@mytvwireless.com
http://www.ride-n-glidefoxtrotters.com/
mailto:amuller1@comcast.net
mailto:foxtrotmo@hotmail.com
http://www.hamptonhollarstables.com/
http://www.riverflatranch.com/
mailto:riverflatranch@yahoo.com
mailto:wild_filly1012@yahoo.com
http://www.gemara.homestead.com/
http://www.shawneesunrisefarm.net/
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Editors note - Visit Keithôs site for more information and a 
Forum to discuss and learn more about endurance riding 
on gaited horses. Keith also owns rides and races 
Tennessee Walking Horses.  Keith has found to complete 
successfully against the Arabian horses, simply means out 
training them!  He keeps records on each training ride for 
each horse, uses GPS & a heart monitor on his rides as 
well as having varied terrain to train on. They live next to 
Shawnee National Forest in Southern Illinois.  
  
 

MFTHBA NEWS 
SADDLE SORING & FOOT SORING  

 NEW RULING AIMS AT PUTTING FOOT DOWN ON 
ABUSERS  

 
This article is posted with permission from George Casper. 

 

 ñHello All! This is George Casper, your MFTHBA DQP 
coordinator. I spent the better part of the past 3 days going 
to and from Shelbyville TN and attending a DQP Training 
hosted by USDA.  There is big news, 1st what we thought 
was going to be big turned out to be small by comparison. 
 
The DQP inspection of horses sans saddles is a fact.  It 
will be an inconvenience to exhibitors, no doubt about that, 
but we must follow the rules as amended by the Horse 
Protection Committee. It seems Walking Horse exhibitors 
had been filmed slipping a bit of burr or similar device 
under the horseôs girth or saddle before DQP inspection. 
The theory is the burr will distract the horse from any pain 
from the DQPs palpation causing the horse to not react as 
a sore horse normally would. 
 
If in 2009, a DQP is caught by a USDA official inspecting a 
horse with saddle on, the DQP will be issued a letter of 
warning and the HIO will be reprimanded. Second offenses 
will result in loss of license for the DQP and a fine for the 
HIO, as I understand the procedure at this time. 
 
Now to the really big news. There is a big change in the 
way the "scar ruleò is to be enforced. To be concise the 
rule has changed to" - The horse shall be shown with 
the pasterns it was born with.  
 
In the past uniformly thickened skin was allowed, scars 
that could be flattened by spreading were allowed, all but 
bleeding, inflamed, corrugated scars were allowed within 
the posterior quadrant of the pastern.  
 
The enforcement policy of the Horse Protection Act has 
been changed under pressure from the Assoc. of 
American Equine Practitioners in a White Paper written in 
December, 2008, the American Humane Society and a 
letter writing campaign from the public and organized 
groups  
 
 
 
 

It is my estimation that up to 90% of walking horses that 
have ever been trained as Padded horses will never again 
pass inspection to be allowed into a show ring. That will 
render those horses worthless as show horses. This is 
quite a blow to the Walking Horse industry. 
 
It is also my estimation that 10% of our Foxtrotting Show 
horses may be adversely affected by the change in 
enforcement policy. This information was a complete 
surprise to most of the HIOs and DQPs in attendance. 
Here is an example of the complete flip flop in 
enforcement.  At the training session in 2008 we were 
presented with 13 horses, I would have passed for show 3 
of those 13. The VMOs passed 10 of them. 
 
This year we were presented with 12 horses.  In my 
opinion a much cleaner bunch (less severely scarred) I 
would have passed by last yearôs standards all but 2 of 
them. The VMOs only passed 1 of them by this yearôs 
standards. 
 
If a horse has a scar on one pastern which is clearly 
caused by accident, it would be allowed. If a horse has a 
scar on one pastern and the other is pristinely clean, that is 
allowed.  
 
Quotes from Dr. Chester Gipson at the end of the day;  
"We have no option in enforcing the act." 
"The line has been established" We've (You've) come a 
long way".  "No matter how lax it has been, it is time to end 
it" 
 
Editor comment: If all the terminology and acronyms 
confuses you, itôs no surprise. Only those who show in 
USA are most familiar with these show inspection rules. 
They came into place because of the abuse of Tennessee 
Walking Horses in particular for showing purposes, but 
also many other gaited breeds are being trained to change 
their foot carriage with painful devices or soring. Soring is 
the application of a caustic substance or mechanical 
devices such as chains on the pastern area. This process 
makes the horse pick up their feet in a different way, due 
to the pain experienced. Often called the ñBIG LICKò in 
TWH shows, this high stepping or long striding gait is 
unnatural and yet rewarded still in the show ring. Sadly in 
many cases it seems the price of winning is paid by the 
horse. Itôs nice to see SOME change coming aboutéa 
small step.  
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EDU  GAITING  

 
 

 

Do you or someone you know have an allergic reaction to 

horses?  Then maybe what you or they need is a Curly Coated 

Missouri Fox Trotter!  These horses have been proven to be 

hypoallergenic, much like the coats of Poodles!  

According to Dyan Westvang, in her book Of Royal Blood, there 

have been curly coated horses since the dawn of time. Dyan 

ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ά9ŀǊƭȅ ŎŀǾŜ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎǎ ŘŜǇƛŎǘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǳǊƭŜŘ 

coats and in Siberia horses of curly coat have been known for 

many centuries. From the earliest times of the Missouri Fox 

Trotter registry, each year some foals have been born with curly 

ŎƻŀǘǎΦέ There are Curly horses in many breeds, some of these 

are: Morgan Horse, Arabian, Quarter Horse, Appaloosa and 

Paint.  There are Draft Curlies as well as pony-sized. 

While there are a small percentage of curly horses that are 

naturally gaited, many breeders have crossed Missouri Fox 

Trotters with Curlies to produce a gaited curly-coated horse.  

Their coats come in different patterns ς from tiny finger curls all 

over their body, to a slight wave over hips and shoulders to 

even more subtle display of curls.   

In my research on the subject, I came across the Smooth Coat 

Curly Association, a group dedicated to recording, promoting 

and preserving these subtly curled horses that also test as being 

hypoallergenic.  

Here is an article written by Darci Schuppan, a breeder of 

Smooth Coat Curly Horses 

Smooth Coat Curly Association 

The Smooth Coated Curly horse has recently been accepted as 

an official Association within the International Curly Horse 

Organization (ICHO), allowing everyone to learn more about 

them and how to recognize their many desirable qualities. 

 

Many of you have heard of Curly horses and are curious to learn 

more about the breed.  

They have hair coats ranging from tightly curled to marcel 

waves to minimal expressions of curls and are generally 

hypoallergenic. What most of you probably have not heard of 

are the Smooth Coated (SC) Curly horses that are from curly 

parent/s but appear at first glance to have straight hair.  

We are finding that there are a lot of SC Curlies in the Missouri 

Foxtrotter breed. Frequently these horses were not registered 

when the MFTHBA registry first began, making them difficult to 

trace and a rare group in a rare breed.  

The offspring of these first horses are often unregistered, 

unrecognized gems, sitting in someone's pasture just waiting to 

be discovered by a curly seeker who is willing to learn how to 

recognize them and enjoys a bit of detective work! 

 

 

The SC Curly horses have so far proven to be hypoallergenic and 

display all of the traits that their curly coated counterparts 

show, with the exception of an abundance of curls. This allows 

for a greater variety of choice and preference. 

 

Spotting a SC Curly can be a bit more challenging since their 

curliness is more subtly expressed. Most of the SC Curlies show 

one or more of the following including being hypoallergenic: 

1. Curved upper or lower lashes 

2. Curled fetlocks 

3. Curled hair on the backs of the legs 

4. Kinked or curved guard hairs around eyes or 

under the chin 

5. Spirals in the tail 

6. Big curls in the mane when it is 

growing out. It usually will 

pull out as the mane grows longer, or 

stay a little wave. 

7. Very fuzzy (an abundance of) or curly 

ear hair or Lynx tufts  

8. Very silky 

9.  Feel like cotton (not silky but very soft and thick) 

10. Waves or small curls in isolated areas such as along the 

spine and patches on the rump 

11. Bunny fur (hair that stands straight out/up) 

 

The above are some of the traits we have found in the SC Curly. 

We also study the individual hairs of these horses for crimp that 

is not visible to the naked eye. 
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If your horse has one or more of the above traits, have them 

tested to see if they are hypoallergenic. The only way to do this 

at this time is to find someone who is allergic to horses to check 

for you. Hopefully we will have a lab test in the future that will 

do this for us. Until then, precaution must be taken to insure 

the safety of the volunteer. 

If you go to www.smoothcoatcurlys.com it will give you the 

information and pictures to help you identify the above traits.  

We welcome your visit and questions and hope to have you join 

us in our newly formed Association with the International Curly 

Horse Organization. 

 

By: Darci Schuppan, Brush Creek Curly Horses, Anderson, MO, 

PH 417-389-1846   curlyhorse1@yahoo.com 
 

EditorΩǎ notes:  The more 

common gene types of Curly 

Coated Horses are the 

Dominant and Recessive gene 

Curly Fox Trotter Horse. 

Dominant Curly Fox Trotters 

trace back to the 1950's and 

60's, when a gaited Curly 

stallion named Curly Jim produced a handful of gaited, curly 

haired, daughters. Some of these Curly Jim daughters were bred 

to Fox Trotter stallions, and their offspring registered with the 

MFTHBA.   

 

Here is an example of the Dominant gene Curly MFT. Visit 

theses website with more information on the Curly horses.  

http://www.equi.net/Breeds/curlyfoxtrotter/index.htm  

http://www.fourfeetfarm.com/what_are_curly_horses.htm 
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Perfection (as he was 

called) was a black horse 

sired by Giles hot Toddy 

and out of Waldrenôs 

Golden Nelly, one of the 

breedôs best mares.  

Shown here ridden in the mid 1970ôs  

by Kenneth Morrisonôs daughter Debbie Murray.  

 

Perfectionôs Dam - Waldrenôs Golden Nelly was by Champ 

by Golden Governor. Champ was one of the best 

producers of good brood mares. On her damôs side Nelly 

went through her dam Flicka to Golden Governor. He was 

born in 1971, raised & owned for his entire life by Kenneth 

Morrison of Humansville, Missouri. He grew to be 15.1 hh. 

Perfection was one of the most influential breeding 

stallions of his day.  He lived a long fruitful life and 

produced scores of fine foals, many of whom were highly 

successful. Perfection himself enjoyed success young in 

life as a successful show horse.  

His blood is prized in a pedigree yet today.   In breeding he 

was ½ Tennessee Walker and ½ Saddlehorse.  

In my preparation for writing 

about Toddyôs Perfection, I 

asked my readers to send in 

pictures and information 

about their offspring out of 

the Toddyôs Perfection 

breeding. One of my 

readers, Nancy Alpert (nee 

Hart) of Colorado passed on 

the information that the owner of this great horse, 

Kenneth Morrison still lives in Humansville, MO. I 

contacted him and he agreed to an interview over the 

phone.  What an opportunity to get the scoop on one of the 

great stallions of the breed, right from the ownerôs mouth!   

This is what Mr. Morrison shared with me during that 

recent interview.   

Kenneth said he owned Perfection, as they called him, his 

entire life. He also owned Perfectionôs dam, Waldrenôs 

Golden Nelly, a lovely 14.2 hh mare and for a period 

leased Gilesò Hot Toddy-F6345. They produced a lovely 

black foal in 1971, who grew to be 15.1 hh, and named 

him Toddyôs Perfection.    

He was a good honest horse to handle and he showed him 

successfully at the 2 Year old Futurity as a 2 yr old. 

Perfection did well at the show, but as Kenneth 

commented he was pretty tuckered out by the end of his 

third performance class. It was a lot to ask of a 2 yr old, he 

said.  

He was shown some after that by his daughter Debbie 

Murray. Perfection was a horse that was steady in his 

smooth gaits, whether it was his flat walk, foxtrot or his 

nice rolling canter. His powerful back end and reaching 

front end set each foot solidly on the ground and moved 

him effortlessly forward. He was a truly handsome horse 

as well.  


